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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
We are slowly but surely recovering from the 
devastating consequences of having been forced 
to cancel our projected Convention in Shiraz in 
March due to the untimely issue of President 
Trump’s infamous executive order. (See our press 
release)  The Eighth Convention was immediately 
rescheduled to March 15-18, 2018 in Tbilisi, 
Georgia. The Ninth Biennial Convention will 
follow in March 2019 in Shiraz so as to repair the 
three-year gap between the Istanbul and the 
Tbilisi Conventions. Many of the panels and 
individual papers accepted for presentation in 
Shiraz will be transferred to Tbilisi and the new 
abstracts continue to come in. The Organizing 
Committee and Board of Directors will meet 
shortly after the deadline of September 1 to 
consider the new submissions and put together 
the Program of the Rescheduled Eighth Biennial 
Convention. A new feature of this Convention 
will be two Presidential Sessions—an idea we will 
explore and hopefully develop for our future 
conventions.  
 
Meanwhile, the last elections resulted in the 
infusion of the largest number of new members 
into the Board of Directors in any one year as 
Professors Mary Hegland, Justine Landau and 
Louise Marlow have joined it. I very much look 
forward to working with them, and have in fact 
prepared a long agenda for the next full meeting 
of the Board of Directors in Washington, D.C., in 
November. 
 
In anticipation of the opening of our office in 
Tehran in March and in response to my request, 
Dr. Dariush Borbor had kindly redesigned our 
logo and provided the Board of Directors a 
number of formats from which to choose as well 
as a new design for the cover of the Journal of 
Persianate Studies incorporating it. The Board 
discussed the design and approved it, and we have 
accordingly changed the ASPS logo officially. Brill 
was planning to change the JPS cover with 
Volume 10, the first issue of which is now out. 
The new cover incorporated our new logo and 

adopted a modified version of Dr. Borbor’s 
designs for the cover and the first page of the 
articles. On behalf of the ASPS Board of 
Directors and as the Editor of the Journal of 
Persianate Studies, I am most grateful to Dr. 
Dariush Borbor and the Research Institute and 
Library of Iranian Studies for their generous 
assistance.  
 
In further good news, you all may remember our 
exciting news that we now have an office in 
Tehran. As a result, our payroll expenses have 
increased and we are paying rent for the premises 
to the University of Tehran. As I am beginning 
the fundraising for sustaining our proposed 
activities at the Tehran office, I wish to 
acknowledge a generous launching grant from 
Mrs Fatema Soudavar Farmanfarmaian which will 
cover most of our expenses for much of the first 
year. I am most grateful to her continued support 
of the Association and the Journal. 
 
 
 

ASPS CONFERENCE, TBILISI, 
GEORGIA, MARCH 2018 

 
 
Rescheduled Eighth Biennial Convention of 
the Association for the Study of Persianate 

Societies (ASPS) 
 

ASPS/Tbilisi 2018 
March 15-18, 2018 
Tbilisi, Georgia 

 
We are very enthusiastic about the forthcoming 
Eighth Biennial Convention of the Association in 
historic Tbilisi, Georgia which lies on the banks 
of the Kura River. Founded in the fifth century 
C.E., Tbilisi has been a major cultural and 
economic center throughout the ages and boasts 
strong ties to the larger Persianate world. The 
convention will be hosted by Tsereteli Institute of 
Oriental Studies at Ilia State University. The 
Institute generously welcomed ASPS and hosted 
our third biennial conference in June 2007. We 
are excited to return for what will surely be yet 
another memorable occasion as the ASPS 
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Conventions have provided a rare and valued 
opportunity for scholars from West, Central and 
South Asia, Europe and North America to 
participate in an interdisciplinary dialogue. The 
interchange of ideas has also found its place in 
our publication, the Journal of Persianate 
Societies, published by Brill Academic Publishers. 
We look forward to seeing you there.  
 
Past conventions of the ASPS have been held in 
Istanbul/Turkey (2015), Sarajevo/Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (2013), Hyderabad/India (2012), 
Lahore/ Pakistan (2009), Tbilisi/Georgia (2007), 
Yerevan/Armenia (2004), and 
Dushanbe/Tajikistan (2002). 
 
Venue Site 
Ilia State University Kakutsa Cholokashvili Ave 
3/5 Tbilisi 0162, Georgia 
https://iliauni.edu.ge/en/  
Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies, 3, 
Academician G. Tsereteli street, 0162 Tbilisi, 
0162, Georgia 
http://iliauni.edu.ge/en/iliauni/institutebi-451/g-
weretlis-agmosavletmcodneobis-instituti-742 
 
Opening Ceremonies-Building A (rm. TBA) 
Sessions-Buildings E and G (rm. TBA) 
 
Map of Buildings: 
http://iliauni.edu.ge/en/iliauni/adgilmdebareoba-
da-marshrutebi/adgilmdebareoba/abcd-korpusebi 
 
Building A 

 
 
 

Building E 

 
 
For Shiraz Participants *Only* 
 
Registration Deadline September 1st, 2017 
Participants of the Shiraz Conference *only*, 
deadline for registration to be included in the 
program is September 1, 2017  
(http://persianatesocieties.org/index.php/asps-
tbilisi-2018-conference-registration-form).  
 
No refunds will be issued after the deadline has 
passed. To register for the conference as a 
participant, you must be a current member of the 
association 
(http://persianatesocieties.org/index.php/membe
rship). 
 
Open Call for Papers 
(If you were not a part of the Shiraz program, but 
wish to attend the 8th Biennial Conference in 
Tbilisi) 
 
For those who were unable to submit an abstract 
or attend the Shiraz conference, we are accepting 
abstracts for the Tbilisi Conference. Individual 
paper abstracts on all humanities and social 
science disciplines related to Persianate Societies 
are welcome. (No pre-organized panels will be 
accepted this time). Abstracts are limited to 300 
words and should be submitted on our website 
(http://persianatesocieties.org/index.php/asps-
tbilisi-2018-abstract-submission-form). 
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Your membership must be current through 2017 
to submit an abstract. Please click on the 
following link 
(http://persianatesocieties.org/index.php/membe
rship) to renew your membership or become a 
new member. Should your abstract be submitted, 
in order to participate in the conference, you must 
register for the conference and have a valid 
membership for 2018. Please use only these two 
forms as there is no need to register for the 
conference at this time. 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE  
  JOURNAL 

 
 
 

VOLUME NO. 10.2 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Naofumi Abe, The Politics of Poetics in Early 
Qājār Iran: Writing Royal-Commissioned Tazkeras 
at Fath-ʿAli Shāh’s Court 
 
James Clark, New Nation, New History: 
Promoting National History in Tajikistan 
 
Sarah Kiyanrad, Thou Shalt Not Enter the Bazaar 
on Rainy Days! Zemmi Merchants in Safavid 
Isfahan: Shiʿite Feqh Meeting Social Reality 
 
Pedram Partovi, Constituting love in Persianate 
cinemas 
 
Yegane Shayegan, The Accidentality of existence 
in Avicenna and its critique by Averroes 
 
Tilmann Trausch, Ghazā and Ghazā Terminology 
in Chronicles from the Sixteenth-Century Safavid 
Courtly Sphere 
 
 
ASPS welcomes papers from members and other 
scholars for the Journal of Persianate Studies. 
 

Please send your submissions to Saïd Amir 
Arjomand, Editor-in-Chief: 
 
said.Arjomand@stonybrook.edu    
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE  
OFFICES 

 
 

Japan 
 

The Japan office in Tokyo reported in the Spring 
2016 issue of the ASPS Newsletter the launch of 
the ASPS Gilas Seminar Series and the series’ 
successful first meeting. After a lapse, the office 
has recently co-organized, with different 
institutions and research projects in Japan, the 
following events for the Gilas Seminar Series. 
Details of each event should become available by 
searching Google by the event’s title. 
 
19 March 2017: Workshop, “State, Religion and 
Authority in the Post-Mongol Persianate World 
and Beyond,” with Hiroyuki Ogasawara, İlker 
Evrim Binbaş, Judith Pfeiffer, Derin Terzioğlu, 
Tomoji Odori, and Masayuki Ueno as presenters, 
at Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, 
University of Tokyo 
 
22 March 2017: Workshop, “Dynamics in Middle 
Eastern Societies during the Mongol Period,” 
with Maaya Kanaya, Kaori Otsuya, Ryo 
Mizukami, Osamu Otsuka, Ryoko Watabe as 
presenters and with Judith Pfeiffer and İlker 
Evrim Binbaş as main commentators, at Institute 
for Advanced Studies on Asia, University of 
Tokyo 
 
26 March 2017: Lecture event, “New Perspectives 
on the Study of the Post-Mongol Islamic World,” 
with Derin Terzioğlu, Judith Pfeiffer, and İlker 
Evrim Binbaş as lecturers, at School of Theology, 
Doshisha University (Kyoto) 
 
9 May 2017: Lecture event, “Rethinking Asian 
Studies,” with John E. Woods as lecturer, at 
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Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia, University 
of Tokyo 
 
12 May 2017: Lecture event, “Framing the Timurid 
Aristocracy,” with John E. Woods as lecturer, at 
Center for Eurasian Cultural Studies (Haneda 
Memorial Hall), Kyoto University 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

JOB OPENING 
 

TENURED POSITION 
 

Princeton University's Department of Near 
Eastern Studies invites applications for a tenured 
position in modern Iranian studies. Research 
expertise and teaching interests may concern any 
aspect of modern Iran, from the 19th century to 
the present; we particularly welcome applications 
from historians and social scientists. The 
successful candidate will be expected to teach in 
the field of modern Iranian studies at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels, and to provide 
training to graduate students reading primary 
sources in the original Persian.  
 
To apply, please complete an online application 
at http://dof.princeton.edu/academicjobs 
 
Applications must include a cover letter, 
curriculum vitae, statement of research interests, 
paper or chapter of published writing or work-in-
progress, and the names of three referees and 
their contact information. For any questions, 
please contact Karen Chirik 
(kchirik@princeton.edu).  
 
Review of applications will begin November 15, 
2017.  
 
Princeton University is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and 
all qualified applicants will receive consideration 
for employment without regard to age, race, color, 

religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, national origin, disability status, 
protected veteran status, or any other 
characteristic protected by law. Princeton is 
especially interested in qualified candidates who 
can contribute, through their research, teaching, 
and/or service, to the diversity and excellence of 
our academic community. This position is subject 
to the University's background check policy. 

 
 

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCHERS 
 

OPEN POSITIONS: 2-5 Postdoctoral Researchers 
in Ancient Near Eastern Empires at The 
University of Helsinki 
 
The Centre of Excellence in “Ancient Near 
Eastern Empires” (ANEE) at the University of 
Helsinki will run from 2018-2025 and is directed 
by Dr. Saana Svärd. ANEE asks: How do 
changing imperial dynamics impact social group 
identities and lifeways over a millennium? ANEE 
covers the Neo-Assyrian, Neo-Babylonian, 
Persian, Hellenistic, and early Roman / Parthian 
Empires. ANEE engages with methodologically 
varied yet integrated research on the long-term 
processes by which social group identities and 
lifeways were negotiated. Taken together, the 
innovations of ANEE are the integrated longue 
durée approach; and the methodological 
innovativeness of each team (both separately and 
in collaboration). There will be several 
recruitment calls for fixed term positions during 
ANEE’s lifespan (doctoral students, postdoctoral 
researchers, and university researchers). 
  
ANEE is recruiting members for three teams 
which investigate identity-building processes. 
Each team has a methodologically specific 
approach yet collaborates on four work packages. 
  
Applications are invited for postdoctoral 
researchers (2-5) for a fixed term of 2-3 years, 
preferably starting on 1 January 2018 to work in 
the University of Helsinki. The successful 
candidates’ research projects will focus on the 
goals of a team or teams. The applicant should 
indicate to which team she/he is applying. The 
appointed postdoctoral researchers will have 
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proven expertise in one of the areas of interest of 
ANEE. Their main duties will include full-time 
research in their respective fields. As ANEE is 
deeply multidisciplinary, competence in more than 
one field and/or proof of successful scientific 
collaboration will be considered an advantage. 
The post will require both independent and 
collaborative scientific publishing. 
  
Team 1 “Digital Humanities Approaches” 
develops digital humanities approaches (especially 
social network analysis and language technology), 
using these to supplement the more traditional 
Assyriological approaches. Team 1 is looking for 
applicants with a solid background in Assyriology 
or a related field (preferably within the 
chronological scope of ANEE) and/or skills in 
Digital Humanities that can be put to use in 
relation to ANEE’s goals. Team 1 is led by Saana 
Svärd (saana.svard@helsinki.fi). 
  
Team 2 “Social Scientific Theory & Applications” 
tests and refines theoretical models from the 
social sciences for ancient evidence, integrating 
anthropological approaches to archaeology with 
sociological readings of textual and archaeological 
evidence. Team 2 seeks sociologists with expertise 
in migration, forced labor, and/or elite identities, 
and ancient historians of any of the relevant 
empires with similar profiles. Willingness to work 
with future PhD candidates and for multiple work 
packages is desirable. Team 2 is led by Dr. Jason 
Silverman (jason.silverman@helsinki.fi). 
  
Team 3 “Material Culture & Community 
Heritage” investigates the impact of each empire 
on ancient local communities inhabiting the 
imperial fringes and provides a sustainable future 
for this heritage. This it does through an 
archaeological field survey program in the ancient 
imperial fringe zone of southern Jordan and by 
developing a local community outreach program 
there. Our work in Finland revolves around 
promoting an understanding of Ancient Near 
Eastern heritage and culture by developing a 
touring museum exhibition on the ancient Near 
East. The team also aims to collaborate with the 
Finnish authorities to further develop the policies 
and legislation regarding the trade in illicit 
antiquities. Team 3 seeks applicants with expertise 

in community archaeology and/or cultural 
heritage studies. Previous research/work 
experience in the Near East is not required. Team 
3 is led by Dr. Antti Lahelma 
(antti.lahelma@helsinki.fi), who is also the vice-
director of ANEE. 
  
For more information on the three teams and the 
work packages, please see 
www.helsinki.fi/en/researchgroups/ancient-near-
eastern-empires. 
  
An appointee to the position of postdoctoral 
researcher must hold a doctoral degree in a 
relevant field. The year of graduation and 
previous postdoctoral experience do not exclude 
the applicant from consideration. The appointee 
must have the ability to conduct independent 
scientific research, and possess the teaching skills 
required for the position. Teaching or teaching-
related tasks will form 5-10 % of the position. 
The candidate should have a proven capability to 
publish in scientific journals, have excellent 
analytical and methodological skills, and be able to 
work both independently and collaboratively as 
part of a multidisciplinary scientific community. 
The successful candidates are expected to have 
excellent skills in written and oral English. Skills 
in Finnish or Swedish are not required. Relocation 
costs can be negotiated and ANEE will offer help 
and information for the practicalities, if needed. 
  
ANEE is functioning in the Faculty of Arts 
(Teams 1 and 3) and in the Faculty of Theology 
(Team 2), located in the City Centre Campus. The 
city of Helsinki is the capital city of Finland, with 
a population of ca. 600 000. It has been 
consistently ranked amongst the top cities in the 
world for quality of living. Founded in 1640, the 
University of Helsinki is an international academic 
community of 40,000 students and staff members. 
It operates on four campuses in Helsinki and at 
15 other locations. 
  
The salary for the position will be based on level 5 
of the demands level chart for teaching and 
research personnel in the salary system of Finnish 
universities. In addition, the appointee will be 
paid a salary component based on personal 
performance. The salary is EUR 3,300-4,000 per 
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month, depending on the appointee’s 
qualifications and experience. 
  
Applications should consist of the following 
English-language documents: 

(1) CV (max. 3 pages) and a list of publications 
(2) Contact information for two referees 
(3) A research statement (max. 2000 words) 
consisting of 

i) a brief description of previous research 
experience 
ii) a proposal for the research project that 
the applicant wants to conduct in ANEE 
(including suggested dates for the project) 
iii) a brief description of the plans for 
scientific cooperation within ANEE, 
preferably specifying relevant team and 
work packages. 

  
Further information on the position may be 
obtained from the team leaders (see above) or the 
director Saana Svärd (saana.svard@helsinki.fi) 
  
Please submit your application, together with the 
required attachments, through the University of 
Helsinki Recruitment System via the link Apply for 
job. Applicants who are employees of the 
University of Helsinki are requested to send their 
application via the SAP HR portal. Deadline for 
applications is 15th of October, 2017. 
  
If you need assistance with the University’s 
electronic recruitment system or SAP HR portal, 
please contact recruitment@helsinki.fi. 
 
 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & EVENTS 
 

NYU Washington DC will host a conversation 
with Dr. Lindsay Allen from King’s College 
London, on Wednesday, September 13, 6:30 pm, 
at the Abramson Family Auditorium, 1307 L 
Street, NW, Washington DC  
 
*Cultural Heritage Conversations: Archives, 
Fragments, and Site Forensics at Persepolis and 
Elsewhere* 
 
Fragmentation and dispersal are commonplaces 
of archaeological site biography through the 

mechanisms of reoccupation, rediscovery, 
plunder, iconoclasm and excavation; most 
substantial, extant ruins experience some degree 
of artificial dispersal or spoliation, in addition to 
climatic erosion.  
 
Join NYU Washington, DC in welcoming Lindsay 
Allen for a dialogue on comparative case studies 
of the global diaspora of fragmentary stone 
sculptures from Takht-i Jamshid / Persepolis in 
Iran, built between the late sixth and fourth 
centuries BCE, and a UNESCO world heritage 
site since 1978. Between 1704 and 1950, pieces 
were broken up and transported first to 
Amsterdam, then Bombay, Britain, Russia, Paris, 
and finally North America and the Pacific 
rim. Allen follows the fragmentation and presents 
a spatial comparison of the different effects on 
the site of two different phases of appropriation: 
the network of personal exchange and obligation 
of the British East India Company in the early 
nineteenth century and an economically and 
politically motivated push to globalize Persian art 
in the 1920s. Both case studies require the 
integration of data from archival and object study 
in the effort to restore links between the site and 
its constituent parts in global locations. The 
lecture will be followed by a conversation on 
aspects of research into heritage preservation 
efforts, moderated by Alexander Nagel. 
 
 

THE 5TH PERSO-INDICA CONFERENCE 
 

Science and Philosophy: Translation, 
Transmission and Interaction Between 

Persianate And Hindu Traditions 
 
 
Date: 1st and 2nd February 2018 
 
Venue: Friedrich-Wilhelm University Bonn, 
Germany 
 
Scientific Coordination: E. Orthmann 
(Friedrich-Wilhelm University, Bonn) – 
F. Speziale (Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris) 
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THE PERSIAN GARDEN 
THE INVENTION OF PARADISE 

 
Date: 13 April to 15 October 2017 
Venue: The Art and Exhibition Hall of the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Museumsmeile Bonn 
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4 
53113 Bonn 
 
Opening with the exhibition Iran. Ancient Cultures 
between Water and Desert, a Persian garden on the 
piazza in front of the museum beckons visitors to 
linger and enjoy its pleasures. Several gardens in 
Iran have been designated as UNESCO World 
Heritage sites.  
 
Iran distinguishes between different types of 
gardens, those in public spaces and those that are 
private and surrounded by residential buildings. 
All gardens are divided into four quadrants and 
laid out around the life-giving element of water. 
 
Rather than replicate a specific garden, our garden 
recreates a horticultural archetype that remains 
the foundation of garden design in East and West. 
Light and shade, heat and cool freshness, the 
soothing burbling of water, the heady scent of 
flowers – a garden is a manmade paradise. Do 
come in and enjoy the atmosphere of the Persian 
Garden, an oasis for the mind and the senses! 
 
Extended Opening Times 
Nearly 100,000 visitors have seen the “fabulous 
treasures from the cradle of the Iranian 
civilization” to the present day. In the last two 
weeks extended opening hours are valid for the 
exhibition and the Persian Garden: 
Tuesday to Sunday from 10 am to 9 pm 
http://www.bundeskunsthalle.de/en/exhibitions
/persian-garden.html 
 
 

DĀNESH: The OU Undergraduate Journal of 
Iranian Studies 

 
The Farzaneh Family Center for Iranian and Persian 
Gulf Studies at the University of Oklahoma has 
recently launched DĀNESH, a peer-reviewed 
undergraduate journal in Iranian Studies. The journal 

is published under the auspices of the Farzaneh Family 
Center and the University of Oklahoma’s College of 
International Studies. 
 
Since its founding in 2016, DĀNESH has been 
dedicated to highlighting the research of a 
growing undergraduate program in Iranian Studies 
at the University of Oklahoma. The name of the 
journal, DA ̄NESH, comes from the Persian word 
meaning knowledge, learning, and wisdom. We believe 
this is a fitting name for a journal that seeks to 
foster deep and compassionate understanding of 
one of the world’s most culturally rich and 
historically complex civilizations. 
 
The journal is available in both digital and print 
editions. For more information about the journal, to 
join the editorial team, and/or to read the open access 
digital editions, please visit: 
https://commons.shareok.org/handle/11244.46/57 . 
A limited numbers of print editions are also available 
at the Farzaneh Center’s Iranian Studies Library. More 
information about the initiatives of the Farzaneh 
Family Center can be found on our website: 
http://www.ou.edu/cis/sponsored_programs/farzane
h-family-center.html or on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/farzanehfamilycenter/  
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Rudi Matthee, spent three weeks in Iran in June, 
giving lectures in Tehran, Isfahan and Mashhad. 
The book he co-wrote with Willem Floor and 
Patrick Clawson, The Monetary History of Iran: From 
the Safavids to the Qajars (London, I.B. Tauris, 
2013), was translated into Persian as Tarikh-e Puli-
ye Iran: Az Safaviya ta Qajariya (Tehran: Namak, 
2017). He published “Alcohol and Politics in 
Muslim Culture: Pre-Text, Text and Context,” on 
the website of the British Intoxicants Project, at 
https://www.intoxicantsproject.org/event-report-
intoxicants-and-politics-past-and-present/ 
 
Jo-Ann Gross, Professor of Middle Eastern and 
Central Asian History at The College of New 
Jersey, has been awarded a National Endowment 
for the Humanities 3-year Collaborative Research 
Grant with Umed Mamadsherzodshoev of the 
Institute of Humanities, Academy of Sciences of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, Khorogh, Badakhshan, 
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Tajikistan and Daniel Beben, Assistant Professor, 
Nazarbayev University, Astana, Kazakhstan. The 
project, “Ismailism in Badakhshan: A 
Genealogical History,” involves the study of 
original, privately held Badakhshani 
Ismaili genealogical histories from Tajikistan and 
Afghanistan dating from the 16th-20th centuries, 
in addition to letters and financial documents 
associated with them. They will present the results 
in a co-authored printed book and in the creation 
of an open access digital repository at Princeton 
University Library. This will be the first corpus of 
Ismaili documents from Badakhshan available 
online in transcription and English translation. 
The project will have intellectual significance for 
the historical study of Ismaili Shiʿism, the history 
of Central Eurasia, and the study of cultures of 
documentation in the Islamic world. 
 
Laetitia Nanquette and Ali Alizadeh, 
Southerly, Special issue “Persian Passages” eds. 
Laetitia Nanquette and Ali Alizadeh, 76.3. 
2016: http://southerlyjournal.com.au/project/per
sian-passages-2/ 
 

Amy Motlagh and Laetitia Nanquette, A 
discussion on Translations Between Center and 
Periphery: from Iran to the West, edited by Amy 
Motlagh and Laetitia Nanquette, including 
Michael Beard, Nasrin Rahimieh, Kamran 
Rastegar, and Esmaeil Haddadian-Moghaddam, is 
freely accessible online through this link: 
http://southerlyjournal.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/Amy-Motlagh-and-
Laetitia-Nanquette.pdf  
 
Richard Foltz, of Concordia University, Montréal 
presented “Central Asia’s Tajiks: Present 
Challenges and Future Prospects” at Vilnius 
University (Lithuania) in June 2017 and presented 
an invited talk in Persian, entitled “The Turks: 
Standard-Bearers of Persian Culture” at the 
Almaty State University, in May 2017. He also 
presented two invited lectures on the history of 
the Silk Road at the University of Central Asia’s 
campuses in Bishkek and Naryn. Foltz’s book, A 
History of the Tajiks: Iranians of the East, is due to be 
published by I.B. Tauris in 2018. 
 

Noah Arjomand, “Every Turk Is Born a Soldier,” 
Public Culture, 29:3, 2017. 
 
______, “Afghan Exodus: Smuggling networks, 
migration and settlement patterns in Turkey,” the 
Afghanistan Analysts Network, September 2016. 
 
______, Nobody Knows How Many Have Died 
in the Turkey-PKK Conflict, Bullshitist, September 
2016. 
  
______, Inside Turkey’s Media Crackdown, 
Dissent, April 2016. 
 
Massih Zekavat, Satire, Humor and the Construction 
of Identities (Amsterdam: John Benjamins 
Publishing Company, 2017). 
 
Abolala Soudavar, Reassessing Early Safavid Art 
and History, Thirty Five Years after Dickson & Welch 
1981, Published 2016 by LULU (free PDF 
download). 
 
______, Discrediting Ahura Mazdā’s Rival, The 
Original Iranian Creator God “Apam Napāt” (or Apam 
Naphāt?), Published 2015 by LULU (free PDF 
download). 
 
______, Mithraic Societies: From Brotherhood Ideal to 
Religion’s Adversary, Published 2014 by LULU (free 
PDF download). 
 

اوستا و  بازسازي تاريخ ايران باستان از البه الي"، ابولعال سودآور

  .١٣٩٦، تابستان ٢، شماره ٢ ، سالايران نامگ " ،فهلويّات

 

زدايي از ياستماهنامه بنياد و س"علي ميرسپاسي و مهدي فرجي، 

  .١٣٩٦، تابستان ٢، شماره ٢، سال ايران نامگ "زدگي،غرب

 
Abolghassem Khamneipur, Zarathustra: Myth – 
Message – History (Canada: FriesenPress, 2015). 
 
Khodadad Rezakhani, ReOrienting the Sasanians: 
East Iran in Late Antiquity (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 2017). 
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Enrique García Hernán et al, The Spanish 
Monarchy and Safavid Persia in the Early Modern 
Period (Valencia, 2016). 
 
M.A. Nayeem, Safavid Iran and The Deccan 
Sultanates: Diplomatic and Cultural Relations During 
14th to 17th Century (Hyderabad Publishers, 2017). 
 
 
 

Editorial Notes 
 

 
 
The deadline for the next Newsletter will be 
March 01, 2018 
 
If you have not yet renewed your 
membership, please do so as soon as possible.  
 
Your continued support is now made easier with 
online membership renewal. Please visit: 
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/m
embership to access the online form and link to 
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). ASPS’ 
online form should reflect the address to where 
you would like your issues of JPS to be sent and 
your preferred e-mail address for ASPS 
communications. Please note, the PayPal site 
requires your billing address. If you have paid, but 
have not received the latest volume of the Journal 
of Persianate Studies, please let us know. 
 
Please send your news and all items of 
professional interest to Mehdi Faraji at:  
newsletter@persianatesocieties.org  

 
 


