ASPS NEWSLETTER NO. 42

SPRING 2019

SPRING 2019 NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRESIDENT

2

ASPS CALL FOR PAPERS

2

NEWS FROM THE JOURNAL

3

CERF GRANT RECIPIENTS

4

ANNOUNCEMENTS

3

EDITORIAL NOTES

9

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

2

FROM THE PRESIDENT

ASPS CALL FOR PAPERS,
DELHI, INDIA, MARCH 2020

Incoming President’s Report

The Ninth Biennial Convention of the
Association for the Study of
Persianate Societies

Greetings to all our members and well-wishers. I
hope the new year has started off well for
everyone. I am excited to have begun my term as
President earlier this year. There has been great
support from the Board members and Officers
for which I am grateful. I am particularly
appreciative to the past presidents whose shoes I
will endeavor to fill.
As you will have seen from the call for papers,
our ninth convention will take place in New Delhi
at the University of Chicago Center, March 11-13,
2020. The location is particularly significant given
the millennium long history of Delhi as a vibrant
center of Persianate culture. Prof. Thibaut
d’Hubert, Associate Professor of South Asian
Studies at the University of Chicago, and other
colleagues from the faculty there have generously
arranged for the space and will co-sponsor this
meeting. We hope that all scholars who want to
attend will be able to participate and we will do
our very best to help with the visa process. Do be
in touch should you have any queries or concerns.
Even as we gear up for the ninth convention, it is
not too early to start thinking about the tenth,
planned for 2021. If there is any interest among
members in Persianate societies to host the
conference, or if you have any suggestions for a
venue or institution, please communicate those to
me. We will discuss the details of the tenth
convention at the next Board meeting sometime
later in the year.
I recently received volume 11, issue 2, of the
Journal of Persianate Studies, which has six fine
articles. The work that the editorial duo, Said
Arjomand and Gershon Lewental, put into each
issue is truly appreciated.
Wishing you all a productive spring and summer,
Sunil Sharma
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ASPS/Delhi 2020
March 11-13, 2020
New Delhi, India
CALL FOR PAPERS
The Association for the Study of Persianate
Societies (ASPS) calls for the participation of its
members in its Ninth Biennial Convention, to
take place in New Delhi, India, March 11-13,
2020. Our meeting will be hosted by
the University of Chicago Center in Delhi, 2020.
The Deadline for Submission of Abstracts is
May 31, 2019.
Please note that you must be a current (2019)
ASPS member in order to submit your abstract,
otherwise your submission will not be considered,
and you must be a 2020 member to register to
participate in the conference. To become a new
member or renew your ASPS membership please
proceed to our membership page. We will likely
have a limited number of fellowships available for
participants from Central Asia, Afghanistan, and
for graduate students from the US. Details TBA.
All humanities and social science disciplines
related to Persianate Societies are welcome. Preorganized panels are strongly encouraged.
Submissions for pre-organized panels must
include a panel abstract of no more than 300
words plus individual abstracts of no more than
300 words for each panelist. Panels must be
limited to a minimum of three panelists and a
maximum of four.
Submissions for pre-organized panels and
individual papers can be made by
clicking here.
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We are very excited about the forthcoming Ninth
Biennial Congress of the Association in
Delhi. The city has always been an important part
of the Persianate world. It is one of the world’s
most diverse and dynamic metropolitan areas,
offering numerous possibilities for visits and
cultural activities. Optional excursions following
the conference may include visits to Humayun’s
Tomb, the shrines of Nizamuddin Auliya and
Amir Khusrau, and the Lotus Temple.
We look forward to an exciting ninth convention
in Delhi. Past conventions of ASPS have been
held
in
Dushanbe/Tajikistan
(2002);
Yerevan/Armenia (2004); Tbilisi/Georgia (2007
and
2018);
Lahore/
Pakistan
(2009),
Hyderabad/India (2012); Sarajevo/Bosnia and
Herzegovina (2013); and Istanbul (2015). We
invite you to review our past programs. The ASPS
Congresses have provided a rare and valued
opportunity for scholars from across Asia,
Europe and North America to participate in an
interdisciplinary dialogue. The interchange of
ideas has also found its place in our publication,
the Journal of Persianate Societies, published by
Brill Academic Publishers. We encourage you to
take the opportunity to participate in this unique
gathering.

NEWS FROM THE
JOURNAL

VOLUME NO. 12.1
CONTENTS
Louise Marlow: Introduction
Mohsen Rahmati: Yaʿqub- e Layth-e Saffār and
the Revival of Persian Kingship
Ghazzal Dabiri: “When a Lion Is Chided by an
Ant:” Everyday Saints and the Making of Sufi
Kings in ʿAttār’s Elāhināma
Austin O’Malley: From Blessed Lips: The
Textualization of Abu Saʿid’s Dicta and Deeds
Said Arjomand: Review Article: Persianate
Political Thought and Islam
ASPS welcomes papers from members and other
scholars for the Journal of Persianate Studies.
Submissions should be made online through the
link below:
https://www.editorialmanager.com/jpsbrill/defa
ult.aspx
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CERF GRANT RECIPIENTS

2019 Central Eurasian Research Fund
(CERF) Awards

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
CALL FOR PAPERS

Kholida Davlatova, Candidate of Sciences,
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, for the publication of
Gazelles of Saidahmad Vasli Samarkandi (1870-1925).
Sherzod Khusravovich Davrukov, Institute of
Humanities of the Academy of Sciences of
Tajikistan, for the publication of Varka
Okhonniyozov and Modern Shughni Poetry.
Lola N. Dodkhudoeva, Center for Written
Heritage of the Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Tajikistan, for the publication of
Zafar-nama of Badr ad-Din Kashmiri: A Narration on
Ideal Rulership, based on the 1001/1593
manuscript in the collection of Center for the
Written Heritage in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
Nargis Khojaeva, Department of Ancient,
Medieval and Modern History of the Donish
Institute
of
History,
Archaeology
and
Ethnography of the Academy of Sciences, for
archival research in St. Petersburg, Russia for the
project, “The Figure of Zarathustra and the
Geography of the Avesta within the Pamirs.”
Imomjon
Mamadaliev,
Khujand
State
University named after B. Gafurov, for the
publication of the book manuscript, Russian
Administration in Khujand 1866-1917.

ROSHANGAR: ROSHAN UNDERGRADUATE
PERSIAN STUDIES JOURNAL
Under the supervision of the Roshan Institute for
Persian Studies, students at the University of
Maryland have created a new group called
Roshangar. Roshangar is a blog; it features
articles, events and movie reviews, interviews with
artists and scholars, cultural analyses and more
written by a diverse group of students.
https://www.roshangarumd.com/
Roshangar is also an academic journal. It recently
published its Spring 2018 edition which is
available to read and download online for free at
https://www.roshangarumd.com/the-journal.
Roshangar is now accepting submissions for the
Fall issue. The call for papers for undergraduate
students who wish to be featured in the next issue
may be accessed on our website:
https://www.roshangarumd.com/journalsubmission
UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS
Ninth European Conference of Iranian
Studies (ECIS 9)

2019 CERF Committee:
Ghazzal Dabiri
Jo-Ann Gross, The College of New Jersey (CERF
Director)
Daniel Sheffield, Princeton University

HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

Date: 9–13 September 2019
Venue: Freie Universität Berlin
The European Conference of Iranian Studies
(ECIS) is one of Europe’s largest conferences in
Iranian Studies. It is held every four years and
organized by the Societas Iranologica Europaea
(SIE).
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The ninth edition of the conference will be hosted
by the Institute of Iranian Studies, Freie
Universität Berlin, in Germany, taking place from
9–13 September 2019.

globe, Visiting Arts has conducted research
around international cultural leadership including
trends in and barriers to international working and
needs analysis.

Some key topics for ECIS 9 include:

Bare Lit Festival: Portraits of Place
4th May 2019
14:45 - 16:00
The Albany, London

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Persian Literature
Iranian Philology
History
Religious Studies
Cultural Studies
Art and Archaeology
Anthropology
Upcoming Events in Visiting Arts

Visiting Arts fosters understanding and
compassion
between
cultures
through
international artistic exchange and opens doors to
opportunities for artists and creative businesses
around the world. Our three main strands of work
involve information and knowledge sharing,
creating new connections for artists and cultural
professionals and providing training and
professional development.
Since 1977 Visiting Arts has worked with some of
the world’s most innovative emerging
contemporary artists in programs that engage and
inspire young people, communities and future
professionals. Visiting Arts became an
independent charitable organization in 2001 and
has developed its role to facilitate high quality
international relationships between artists and
cultural professionals.
We have a wide group of associates representing
some of the most experienced and diverse cultural
operators in the UK and beyond, cultivated over
decades of support to the sector, through which
we develop our work and believe that high quality
intelligence about placement of artistic
work abroad exists in the expertise and experience
of this vibrant and growing community. Working
with a range of partners including the Department
for Culture, Media and Sport, Gulbenkian
Foundation and Ministries of Culture across the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

WoWFest
Liverpool:
The
Young,
Cosmopolitan City of Stories You’ve Been
Missing – Tehran Now
8th May 2019
19:00 - 20:30
Toxteth Library, Liverpool
WoWFest Liverpool: My City Creative Writing
& Storytelling Workshop – Persian Focus
8th May 2019
17:00 - 19:00
Toxteth Library, Liverpool
Bradford Literature Festival: Contemporary
Iran Panel Discussion
7th July 2019
Bradford
http://www.visitingarts.org.uk/events/upcoming
/
PAST CONFERENCES & EVENTS
The First International Congress of the
Eurasian Association of Iranian Studies
Date: February 20 – 21, 2019
Venue: The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of
the Russian Academy of Sciences and the State
Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg
The First International Congress of the Eurasian
Association of Iranian Studies has been held in St
Petersburg on February 20-21, 2019 at the
Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian
Academy of Sciences and the State Hermitage
Museum. The Congress coincides with
celebration of the 200th anniversary of Iranian and
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Oriental Studies in Russia. The Congress
consisted of a plenary session, a general meeting
of Association members, and panels and papers
on a wide range of aspects of Iranian studies,
including history and numismatics; source studies
and historiography related to Iran, archeology,
ethnography, the material and spiritual culture of
ancient and medieval Iran, art and architecture,
ancient religions, and the civilization of ancient
Iran; studies in Persian literature; the history of
Iranian languages; and research on modern Iran.
More than one hundred participants from 12
countries participated in the Congress.
http://eaai-congress-2019.orientalstudies.ru/

DĀNESH: The OU Undergraduate Journal of
Iranian Studies

Volume 4 (2019) of DĀNESH: The University of
Oklahoma's Undergraduate Journal of Iranian
Studies has been published.
https://commons.shareok.org/handle/11244.46/
57
DĀNESH is a peer-reviewed undergraduate
journal, edited by a team of students at the
University of Oklahoma. The journal is published
under the auspices of the University of
Oklahoma’s Farzaneh Family Center for Iranian
and Persian Gulf Studies and the OU College of
International Studies.
Since its founding in 2016, DĀNESH has been
dedicated to highlighting the research of a
growing undergraduate program in Iranian Studies
at the University of Oklahoma.
The journal is available in both digital and print
editions. The open access digital edition is
available via the commons@shareok archiving
service. A limited numbers of print editions are
also available at the Farzaneh Center’s Iranian
Studies Library.
The name of the journal, DĀNESH, comes from
the Persian word meaning knowledge, learning,
and wisdom. We believe this is a fitting name for a
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

journal that seeks to foster deep and
compassionate understanding of one of the
world’s most culturally rich and historically
complex civilizations.
Please feel free to browse through the past issues
of the journal by clicking on the individual links
below.
For questions about the journal, or to join our
editorial team, please contact the journal’s faculty
advisor, listed below:
Afshin Marashi
Director, Farzaneh Family Chair in Iranian
Studies amarashi@ou.edu
Farzaneh Family Center for Iranian and Persian
Gulf Studies:
http://www.ou.edu/content/cis/sponsored_prog
rams/farzaneh-family-center.html
برگزاري شب مجله فرهنگي و هنري بخارا در رم به ياد
محسن وزيري مقدم

 رم، سالن آرا پاسيس:محل برگزاري
٢٠١٨  دسامﺒر٥  ﭼﻬارشنﺒﻪ:تاريخ
 دومين نشست خود را بﻪ ياد،فصلنامﻪ فرهنگي و هنري بخارا

 مﺠسﻤﻪساز و استاد هنر، نقاش، طراح،محسن وزيري مقدم
 در١٣٠٣  وزير مقدم زاده تﻬران. اختصاص داد،معاصر ايران

. سالگي در رم درگذشت٩٧  در سن١٣٩٧ شﻬريور

هنري ادبي از جﻤلﻪ-دراين مراسم ﭼﻬرههاي سرشناس فرهنگي
، ماركو منگوتزو،(كارلو ﭼرتي )استاد دانشگاه سپينزا و ايرانشناس
مراد منتظﻤي و هليا هﻤداني سخنراني كردند و پيامهاي ويدئويي

از علي دهﺒاشي )سردبير مﺠلﻪ بخارا( و نيكزاد نﺠومي )نقاش
ساكن نيويورك( بﻪ بررسي شخصيت فرهنگي وزيري مقدم
.پرداختند
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هﻤچنين ويدئو "هراس و پرواز" كاري از حامد يوسفي و اولين
.پروژه ويدئويي بنياد محسن وزيري مقدم بﻪ نﻤايش درآمد

 از، نقاش و مﺠسﻤﻪساز ايراني، طراح،محسن وزيري مقدم
نخستين دانش آموختگان دانشكده هنرهاي زيﺒاي دانشگاه تﻬران

 وزيري مقدم از شاخﺺترين نقاشان نوگراي ايران است كﻪ.بود
با رويكرد مدرنيستي و سﺒكي شخصي آثاري بديع و منحصر بﻪ

 رئيس دانشكده١٣٥٥  تا١٣٤٨  او در سالهاي.فرد خلق كرد
.هنرهاي زيﺒاي دانشگاه تﻬران بود
اين نشست با هﻤكاري جﻤعي از عﻼقﻪمندان و فعﻼن فرهنگي از

 انﺠﻤن مطالعات جوامع فارسي زبان،جﻤلﻪ انﺠﻤن فرهنگي الفﺒا
.و مركز پژوهش و هﻤكاري ايران و ايتاليا برگزار شد
The Idea of Iran: The Safavid Era
Date: 27 October 2018
Venue: Brunei Gallery
Type of Event: Symposium
The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries saw the
establishment of the new Safavid regime in Iran,
heir not only to the succession of leadership of
the Safavid sufi order, but also to the Aq Qoyunlu
dispensation of western Iran and more remotely
to the Timurid Empire in the East. Along with
reuniting the Persian lands under one rule, the
Safavids initiated the radical transformation of the
religious landscape by introducing Imami Shi‘ism
as the official state faith and in this as in other
ways, laying the foundations of Iran’s modern
identity. While sometimes viewed as a period of
decline from the highpoints of classical Persian
literature and the visual arts of preceding
centuries, the Safavid era was nevertheless a
period of great literary and artistic activity in the
realms of both secular and theological endeavour.
In addition, with the establishment of comparable
polities in across western, southern and central
Asia at broadly the same time, interactions with
Ottoman, Mughal and Uzbek neighbours ensured
fruitful interactions with other Muslim states also
making the transition for the medieval to the
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

modern world. Finally, European encounters with
these worlds provide rich new layers of
information and evidence of material and
intellectual transmission.
What does the Idea of Iran mean at this period?
Can we discern the ways that contemporaries
viewed their traditions and their environment
(natural or built); what was the view of outsiders,
and how does modern scholarship define the
distinctive aspects of the period? These are some
of the questions we hope explored in the
symposium dedicated to this rich and highly
productive period that took Iran to the eve of
modernity.
Convened by Sarah Stewart, SOAS and Charles
Melville, University of Cambridge.
The Centre for Iranian Studies, the Department
of Religions & Philosophies, School of History,
Religions & Philosophies, SOAS and the
Shahnama Centre for Persian Studies, Pembroke
College, University of Cambridge remain deeply
grateful to the Soudavar Memorial Foundation for
their continued support for this series.
Speakers:
 Gregory Aldous, University of Pittsburgh at
Greensburg
 Ali Anooshahr, University of California, Davis
 Ferenc Csirkés, Sabanci University
 Negar Habibi, University of Geneva
 Rudolph Matthee, University of Delaware,
Newark
 Colin Mitchell, Dalhousie University, Halifax
 Andrew J. Newman, University of Edinburgh
 Sajjad Rizvi, University of Exeter
 Daniel J. Sheffield, Princeton University
Organiser: Centre for Iranian Studies, the
Department of Religions & Philosophies, School
of History, Religions & Philosophies, SOAS and
the Shahnama Centre for Persian Studies,
Pembroke College, University of Cambridge.
Sponsor: Soudavar Memorial Foundation
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FOURTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE ON
IRANIAN STUDIES
SYMPOSIA IRANICA
St Andrews, UK
13-14 April 2019
Hosted by the University of Cambridge at St
John’s College, Cambridge, UK, 9-10 April 2019
Symposia Iranica is Iranian studies’ leading forum
for early career scholars. A dedicated,
multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed platform open to
emerging scholars working on any aspect of
Iranian or Persian Studies within the arts,
humanities, and social sciences, our three previous
conferences were hosted by the University of St
Andrews at St Mary’s College in 2013 and the
University of Cambridge at Downing College in
2015 and Pembroke College in 2017.
Partners
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the
Institute of Iranian Studies, University of St
Andrews; Iran Heritage Foundation; Soudavar
Memorial Foundation; Shahnama Centre for
Persian Studies; Ancient India and Iran Trust;
Brill Publishers; I.B. Tauris Publishers; Edinburgh
University Press; and the German Oriental
Studies Trust.
Founding Chair: Armin Yavari
Co-Chair: Michael Pye
PUBLICATIONS
Haydar
Tavakkalov
and
Umed
Mamadsherzodshoev, The History and Legends of
Pamirian Rubab (Dushanbe, 2019). The publication
is supported by the Central Eurasia Research
Fund (CERF) of the Association for the study of
Persianate Societies (ASPS) under the directorship
of professor Jo-Ann Gross. It is a great pleasure
for the authors to express his profound respect
and gratitude to CERF and ASPS for such
support.
HTTP://WWW.PERSIANATESOCIETIES.ORG

William O. Beeman, “Iranian Fashion in the
Twenty-First Century,” In Berg Encyclopedia of
World Dress and Fashion: Central and Southwest Asia,
edited by Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood (Oxford:
Berg Publishers, 2010).
Richard Foltz, A History of the Tajiks: Iranians of
the East (I.B. Tauris/Bloomsbury, 2019).
______, English translation of Jean Kellens’ The
Fourth Reincarnation of Zarathushtra: Avestan Studies
in the West (Mazda Publishers, 2019).
Mehdi Faraji, “Protesting Clerical Welfarism in
Iran’s Pious City,” MERIP Online, January 28,
2019.
https://merip.org/2019/01/protestingclerical-welfarism-in-irans-pious-city/
The Book of Tehran: A City in Short Fiction
(Manchester: Comma Press, 2019).
Featuring Atoosa Afshin-Navid, Fereshteh
Ahmadi, Kourosh Asadi, Azardokht Bahrami,
Hamed Habibi, Mohammad Hosseini, AmirHossein Khorshidfar, Payam Nasser, Goli Taraghi
& Mohammad Tolouei. With translations by Sara
Khalili, Sholeh Wolpé, Alireza Abiz, Caroline
Croskery, Farzaneh Doosti, Shahab Vaezzadeh,
Niloufar Talebi, Lida Nosrati, Susan Niazi and
Poupeh Missaghi. Edited by Fereshteh Ahmadi,
with an introduction by Orkideh Behrouzan.
Florian Sobieroj, Arabische Handschriften, Reihe B:
Teil 12: Arabische Handschriften der Bayerischen
Staatsbibliothek zu München unter Einschluß einiger
türkischer und persischer Handschriften, Band 5 (Franz
Steiner Verlag Stuttgart, 2018), (Verzeichnis der
orientalischen Handschriften in Deutschland.
Hrsg. von Tilman Seidensticker, Bd. XVII, B12).
Ilkka Syvänne, Katarzyna Maksymiuk, The
Military History of the Third Century Iran (Siedlce:
Scientific Publishing House of Siedlce University
of Natural Sciences and Humanities, 2018).
Katarzyna Maksymiuk, “The Two Eyes of the
Earth: The Problem of Respect in Sasanid-Roman
Relations,” Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies 58
(2018) 591–606.
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Катаржина Максимюк, Значение охраны
кавказских проходов в отношениях между
Византией и Сасанидским Ираном (363-506
гг.) [The Importance of Guarding Caucasian
Passages in Relations between Byzantium and
Sasanian Iran (363-506)] CAUCASO-CASPICA:
Труды Института востоковедения РоссийскоАрмянского
(Cлавянского)
университета.
Выпуск II-III 2017-2018. Под редакцией
Гарника Асатряна, Eреван: Изд-во РАУ, 2018,
ISBN 978-9939-67-221-2, c. 5-11 [CAUCASOCASPICA: Institute of Oriental Studies, RussianArmenian (Slavonic) University, Yerevan Volume
II-III 2017-2018. Edited by GARNIK
ASATRIAN, Yerevan 2018].
Shervin Farridnejad, Die Sprache der Bilder: Eine
Studie
zur
ikonographischen
Exegese
der
anthropomorphen Götterbilder im Zoroastrismus
(Wiesbaden, Germany: Harrassowitz Verlag
Publisher, 2018).

Editorial Notes
The deadline for the next Newsletter will be
August 20, 2019
If you have not yet renewed your
membership, please do so as soon as possible.
Your continued support is now made easier with
online membership renewal. Please visit:
http://www.persianatesocieties.org/index.php/m
embership to access the online form and link to
PayPal (which accepts multiple currencies). ASPS’
online form should reflect the address to where
you would like your issues of JPS to be sent and
your preferred e-mail address for ASPS
communications. Please note, the PayPal site
requires your billing address. If you have paid, but
have not received the latest volume of the Journal
of Persianate Studies, please let us know.
Please send your news and all items of
professional interest to Mehdi Faraji at:
newsletter@persianatesocieties.org
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